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LETTER FROM THE
VICE-CHANCELLOR OF OXFORD UNIVERSITY
TO THE VICE-CHANCELLOR OF CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY  RELATING TO
CONTEMPLATED   PROCEEDINGS   AGAINST   THE   LONDON   PRINTERS   IN
VINDICATION OF THE RIGHT OF THE UNIVERSITIES TO A COPY OF EVERY
NEW PUBLICATION
TO THE REV. DR JO. SPENCER, MASTER OF CORPUS-CHRISTI COLLEGE, AND
VICE-CHANCELLOR OF CAMBRIDGE
Rev. Sir,
I had sooner returned answer to yours of April 2, but that I stayed to
advise with some others of our body, and do it more effectually. We
have somewhile since threatned [sic] to commence a suit with the
London printers, and it was my purpose (though you had not pre-
vented me) to invite you to joyne with us. We cannot thinke they will
be so hardy as to stand it out to a tryall: but we have been so often put
off with evasions and dilatory answers, that there will be a necessity
of dealing roundly with them.
They have of late got a trick, in many of their bookes, to conceal the
printer's name, the more to puzzle and create trouble to us in the
pursuit.
But this may perhaps in part be obviated, if Mr L'Estrange, who
gives licenses for their presses, will favour us herein. It will concern
us also to acquaint Mr Rosse the King's library-keeper with the whole
state of the business, so that he may joyne with us, and (being con-
stantly upon the place) further us with what assistance he can. To
prepare these things the better, and to make a nearer enquiry how
matters stand, we are thinking to send up Mr Hyde, the keeper of our
publick library, at the beginning of next week: whom I will likewise
desire to enquire after my good friend and your worthy burgess (not
to say, ours) Mr Crouch, who had a great share in first procuring this
favour for us, and will doubtless be ready to give his best directions
and assistance.
It will be requisite, that both you and we should each of us employ
our several attorneys to sollicite the businesse, who may conferre to-
gether about the management of it, when they meet next terme. If you
have such counsell as you can well confide in, we shall leave it to you
to entertaine him in common for us both. Dr Wallis, who but now
shewed me a letter from Dr Dillingham relating to this businesse, puts
me in mind of Sergeant Maynard, whom we have lately and formerly
found a true friend to universityes, and being a T^an of eminence in
his way, may perhaps be as fitt to be employed as any, if you so think
fitL It is not unlikely, but that either the King's attorney or solicitor
may be called in to our helpe upon his Majesty's account. But there is
hope that when our adversaries see us in earnest, they will give some
better satisfaction without more trouble. We are endeavouring to